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CONFIDEKTTAT. / // / 

had approval in wlrtlng froa Rhoads and co^ ^ X-rays. She said Weoht 
wants to consult with^e and posSbir^th^lS^rn ^ his own date. First he 
Sylvia wants to know could I ^me Smith), 

and Hecht. I say I could. I had (6/30) to meet with her 

got access, I w^ld heSTteief^ in letter that if Wecht 

also expressed to her my SsSre^J^nt tJJ* k“ »^hon I 

about the others and I said they should not get acces^. She asks 

too far away~out of the luestiJn.^ I said^^^^b^* Cary was 

agreed. I said no to Smith because of M J ^ °® business there— she 

no to LEseu: because he doesn't know nnnn k ^l^ement with the committee, and 
Wecht this. She said she agreed and would tell 

know also . ^SS^diS^rLw^St’^ttot wanted to 

said she would but she expreSS^ ^^ht away. She 

discuss this with Harold. I told her I wan^ ^ ^ 

anyway— I had personal reasons for ? *^® ^ *ell him 

It that I would call Harold and call^her bfSf^ troubled and unsure. We left 

Md only hoped the least bad woSd^ome^f u ^ 

^ my own, and that I would have to live with’it^ that my decision must 

these people and the thing backfi^ thon^J? ^ myself with 

The first thing Harold s^ when I told^Mm^r Partly ay responsibUity. 

was "Don't you dare use aJy ?? to brief Wecht 

would not consider usln^ but anmck t ^ told him there were things I 

alttough I did not get the chance to snell^thir*^^^ T® ®Y®^^P* To my thinking, 
^ M is his, esp. in the last part. But th«^ * ^ '^trtually everything 

I^el Report and the autopsy tesSonv^r^n^^r ^®®® discrepancies between the 
alerted to the neck «®®»‘t iiSa to be 

MarshSTdecldn^wr*L^2 at^the^bad^i^f f+ “® “« did 

successes and thriecenTSir Sok^ ^ **'® ®®P“^' ’'^th the teG^Jrn 

wUh Harold that HarshailW^LjL Lt ®tc I aSe^ 

^^t severe political harm could resuirL^T ^ ’'^th Harold 

than he (and here I may ml8renreaen+ h^n.^ *w although I am less positive 

that there is no good that caTco^ fJ^! ^ Occur* I do feel 

nothing It can tell ua that wo do not know?**'* * ***^’ l8"Teally 

Teel I had a responsibility to brief Warht »« those Involved, I did 

^ his subsequent atatemeJts arf JorJ ®® **^t his ^xam 

I have more fear of him going in thSe otherwise, 

responsibly brief him thL^ hS has some^SJ talk^ to anyone who can 
to at least steer him away from ®®“® «TTort is made 

said this decision must be my own. ’ ^”'®®P®”®161e things. To this Harold 

In any way Je ver^^sSS *^1“ "ork 

aftar told hi. what had tranapged «th^thi°d5aJl^;rtgi”S,"fSr£-..Sd““’ 
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file a suit if the death certificate were even mentioned, whether or not he had 

a chance of winning. He said he would fight these people to the end of his 

life if necessary, welld whatever power he could. He was extremely taken back, 
as I expected he would be, about the passing of the death certif. by Gary and 
Jerry, he said he will have to live •'like a hermit •* (as Gary had advised him 
long ago) and that what Jerry did was unforgivable and that the next time 
I spoke to him to tell him never to call Harold again, 

I told Harold that I understood as best I coiild how he felt, that 

it affected me deeply too when Sylvia told me, and that I did not blame him 

for feeling that way, I believe J said, or at least I know I felt, that he 

trusted too many people. He said this too. 

We agreed there was nothing more to be said. He said I had to consider the 
people I was dealing with, and make my own decision. Only I could decide what 
was right for me to do, he stressed, I agreed with him, and again told him my 
dilemma, of whether I should tobaJJty disassociate myself from the whole thing 
with Wecht or If I should help him as best I can, I told Haxold that It struck 
me, not having the ssune (or as HEorold put it better, all the same) interests as 
he, that I should do whatever I could in the hopes of lessening the damage Wecht 
could do, Harold would not decide for me, and I did not want him to. There 
was a feeling I sensed that he would prefer I chose to diassoclate myself. But 
he explicitly left the choice up to my own sense ef right and wrong. 

After my talk with Harold, I did not know what to tell Sylvia, for I was 
no longer sure if I *d go to NY, I pondered and pondered (l had told Harold I 
would think about it very much), I read over the file I kept concerning Harold's 
position on Wecht getting access pre-Lattimer. I spoke to ray father just to 
air my inner thoughts. After more than an hour at this, Sylvia called back, 

I told her I was soiry for not calling back, but that I was wrestling with 
my conscience over what to do, I told her I still had serious misgivings over 
Wecht seeing this stuff, that I still feared real political consequences, and I 
actually did not know if I should even brief Cyril. She was quite taken back, 
although she generally maintained her calm, usually building up into searing 
and violent oratories. She be^an by saying that there had been quite a change 
in me between the first call and now, after I spoke to Harold, She said she 
thoiight Harold's fears were utterly imfounded and unrealistic and that they 
cloaked, unconsciously, Harold's desire to protect his work and to be the 
person who ••broke the case," She said the respects Hsprcld's work no end but 
doesn't give a damn about his interests. She said her principle goal is Oswald 
and the truth, this is all she has worked for, and she can't make Harold her 
prime interest. She doesn't care if Wecht 's opportunity to •'let the truth 
out^* hurts Harold, I told her a number of things, (Let me make it clear that 
I could not possibly give a blow by blow account of this long and complex 
conversation, Sylvia made the above joints through a series of arguments. 

These are some of the points I made, not aJ.1 at once). 

First I told her I thought there was really ntthing Cyril's exELra could 
accomplish in terms of adding new facts or establishing truth. We knew enough 
to know all the truths we will probably ever know, and we knew that the WR is 
WRONG, What difference does it make at this point if the public or the press 
think so too, that will not change things and will not change the cover-up or 
make the guilty Innocent, I told her that the '•truth'^ Wecht lets out will give 
all the guilty ones the opportunity to let themselves off the hook by blaming 
the Kennedies and wouldn't this result in a greater prostitution of the truth. 

She argued that if the Kennedies didn't suppress this stuff from the WC, 
it didn't matter what these people sayJ[, ASNywaiy, the WC had the power of subpoena 
so it doesn't matter one way or the other what the Kennedies desired. I said 
that tne press did not know or at least would not admit this, and that it would 
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protect the lies of the gov't as It always had done. She said this should not 
stop us, and that we might as well have never done anything If we were worried 
the gov*t would resprt to lies and dirty play to counter us, I told her this 
was different because this was the only evidence they could claim was suppressed 
by someone else and she said she still rejected the whole argument. She said 
It Is merely a shakey rationalization of what could happen, and she said It Is 
no better than the rationalizations of the WC that It lied to protect the 
national Interest, prevent foreign war, etc. 

She said that Wecht had to be prepared before and after he saw the stuff 
to make a statement or to act In anticipation of the many things the govH 
could pull. Like to say that there was no reason for the WC not to have this 
material because It could have subpoenaed It, 

At one point I gave her an example of the kind of thing Wecht has to do 
when he gets In, I prefaced this by saying I thought it was more important 
for him to address the Integrity and legitimacy of what he was shown than Its 
factiial content. Integrity of the evidence, I told her, included Its completeness. 
When they show Wecht X-rays which do not Include lower extrmmetles , he should 
point to the record that Humes swore such X-rays were talcen, demand to see 
them and If they are not there, demand an accounting of them. Then he must 
make It clear that this stuff cannot be authenticated and that whatever he 
sees on what he Is shown Is academic or at least limited because he cannot 
vouch for the legitimacy of the evidence, I said that Is one approach he must 
take, Sylvia was not against it, but she said Cyril will not know this If I 
did not speak to him, 

I told her Harold wanted no part of this and had not changed his position. 

But I told her to tell Cyril that I felt he shoudd call Harold even so. She 
said she would tell Cyril this. 

Then Sylvia suggested something which appealed to me. She said that she 
and I both should demand of Cyril that he consult us after his exam and before 
he makes a public statement, so that we may de-brief him and make sure he plans 
to say or write nothing Irresponsible, I liked that Idea and told Sylvia that 
I would make that a condition of my talking to Wecht In the first place, that 
he clear with me anything he Is to say or write and that he tell me everything 
about what he saw, Sylvia said this was a very reasonable demand, 

I also told her that I would not consent to talk to Wecht unless it was 
In her company alone, excluding Jerry, Smith or Lesax, She agreed. I told 
her I didn't know if Ihis would be acceptable to Wecht, but I vrould consider 
the further restriction that If he is to talk to me, he hay talk to no one 
else but ferold or Dick (or her) at any time, Speciflcaljy, he may not seek 
advice from Smith or Lesar or Gary, 

When Sylvia saw that I still had misgivings, which I freely admitted, and 
that If I consulted Wecht it would be only out of ray belief that I could help 
avert some damage, she belabored the point of Harold and his ^self-interest,** 

She went off onto long tirades, I told her that it was Harold's position that 
he W8LS not suppress in what he had, that he made numerous offers to her euid 
Cyril to come see what he had, and that he gave Cyril opportunities to help 
him do something about this. She said she could not speak for Cyril, but sh 
could not bear going 4own to Harold's, that she cannot get along with Harold, 
and that being with him had upset her on numerous occasions. She claimed to 
suffer an utter sense of frustration around him, esp, when there is a difference 
between the two. She continually stressed her ‘'respect** for Harold's work but 
said that Harold puts himself above the truth, and she cannot work that way, 

I told her that the issue, what affected me now was Wecht, Why hadn't he taken 
up Harold's offers If he contemplated what he Is doing now. She asked me If 
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I*d seen the vile and abusive letters Harold had vdbitten Cyril and asked if any 
rational person could be expected to answer them, I told I*d seen some but asked 
if she saw what preceded them, Harold *s numerous offers. She said no, but perhaps 
Cyril *s dealings with Harold at the I969 trial at Halleck*s court turned him off, 

I told her that it was Harold who gave Cyril the panel report, Cyril read it 
and didn't understand it, and Harold had to explain it to him, Sylvia very freely 
admitted that she knew how Cyril missed everything in the report. She said that 
Wecht's testimony at the hearing was all Hfirold's work, but surely I didn'J 
exi>ect Wecht to give Harold credit then on the stand, I told her I had a different 
moral conception than she did. She said that she too missed everything in the 
panel report \intil she saw Harold's work because it came out at her busiest 
time of year and she only skimmed it, I said this only underscored Harold's 
claim to credit, and she said that Harold made it Impossible for anyone to 
credit XXK by making it so htmiliatlng for them to dosoj she has gotten so much 
credit, she feels, becauxe!)^ she has not begged for it, I said that regardless 
of the personal issue, there was a moral issue and that Harold deserved credit. 

Here she said something of great importance. She said that Ilarold had better 
not expect any credit for the death certificate, because "Cyril and I didn't even 
get it from Harold I we got it from Jerry," She hadn't said before that Jerry 
sent a copy to Cyril, But she went on to say that it was a public paper and 
Harold had no exclusive right to it, I said he had r copyribfet on his interpretation 
of it, and she said big deal, no one even knows his interpretation cf it, I 
told her there sas still an ethical issue because of all the work and 

aacraflce Harold went through to get this, and everything else, I said he wasn't 
about to go send it to people who don't do any work, don't help him and then 
don't give him credit for what he has produced. She was imraoved. She said she 
had tried to help Harold, and XKM, she made excuses fpr Cyril saying he has talcen 
great professional risks in what he has done. She continued in long tirades 
Eigalnst Harold, questioning even his sanity, SEiying no on 3 is obligated to support 
him, and that she was dead sure nothing brewing the case could come from him 
because "his name is mud, among the public, at every newspaper, magazine, TV 
studio, everywhere. He is his own worst enemy. He has person^ly killed any 
chance of success he hadj he is unconsciously bent on self destruction," There 
was no arguing with her, ^ 

(it Just came to me that early in our second conversation I told her if '1 
spoke to Wecht I wo\iM use none of Harold's material. She asked even if it 
was essential to Wecht 's exam? I told her I had a moral obligation not to use 
H rold's stuff, and that was that.; 

She told me that several times she has been wrong in her judgements of people, 
and that Harold had warned her b’-t she did not listen becawse she had to learn 
for herself, and she could not take actions simply because Harpld Weisberg felt 
a certain way. She neiroed Salandria, Epstein and Eifton as examples. But she 
said that Harolt^ has been dead wrong too, about Garrison, "although he is now 
passing around aR tailored version of his relationship with Garrison," She said 
that Harold had forcefully argued in defense of Garrison to her, in writing, on 
the phone, and once in person in the UN cafeteria so much to her rage and frustration 
that she was in tears. She said Harold always told her that Jhe dldn*t know all 
of what was in Garrison's files, and he had more than he was making public. She 
said he would not listen to her, and that when he began getting pissed at Garrison 
"for the wrong reasons", i,e,, because he was not giving Harold credit, Harold 
began to beg off, I told her my understanding was that Harold did not support 
the case against Shaw but that he wanted to help the incompetahts with the Dallas 
aspects of the case. She said that was "an antiseptic version" of the real story. 

She said it was too late to call Cyril (about 11 pm) Euidishe wanted to know what 
she should tell him tomorrow, I said tnst I felt I had a moral obligation to 



speak' with Cyril, hut that It must he undewto^ I had great ^ 

mlBglvlnfes and that I merely Wanted to avert whatever dam^e I could, I said 
there wSe still the conditions 1 wanted imposed. She said she wouM outline 
all this to him and give him my ltl^ambel^ and tell him to call me, I tola her 
that she must appreciate my position,, esp, my position with Harold, I s^d 
I had an obviously greater Interest in Harold's Interests than she, and ttet 
my affection, for Harold was something I had to consider when I contemplated 
how I could/ face myself if I made tl^e wrong decision. She repeated aga^ that 
Ibrold had been wrong in the past and could he wrong now, and ttet I had to 
consider if he was not merely throwing a ’^lltlcal smokescreen —even uncon- 
sciously— over his real desli^ to" protect his work at the expense of t^th. 

I told her that ais an ind^etdent phrson I of course must consider that Harold 
has personal interests at stale*, Wf that I was still persuaded by his M^is, 
and I was entirely capable of ^^pem^ent thought and judgement, I told her 
that I had to resist her own passlohs as;' well, and she stated that she did 
not want to mike up my mi^ for me, 'that it was my own decision to make. 

So, we left it at thati' I ej^ect Wecht will call me tomorrow. 

I cannot say that at t'l^s poAnt t do not have misgivings i I have several. 

I especially fear that this, th!|n« ™ay backfire, and I fear just as much ttet 
Harold will bo severely hixtV) would be extremely difflcxilt for me to live 
with either thing. At, the same time I realise that if I do not speak with 
Wecht, there is no other personifor hlm^ to go to to get responsible, Inforaed 
advice other than Ha^ld, 'from shorn I would think he can expect little. I 
make no clal^ to cqarrect judgemsmt or complete knowledge, or even the ability 
to correct Cyril's many deficiencies. But I think it would be harder for me 
to live with myself if I refused to; help Cyril now, whatevet my opinion of 
him or his motives. This, I am q^xilte aware, is a decision which makes a moral 
compromise,' ,To me, any w|S|y I ‘decide must make a compromise. I do not think 
I will be "ptee" by teftoling %o have anything to. do with this operation even 
though I am against ‘it, for 1 1 will be denying Cyril the help he needs if he 
is to db anything responsible, whatever the consequences. I realize that by 
helping j jun in a (sense "going to bed" with those who I oppose in certain 

contexts.,;/, Z' < ] ' 

^ ' I ' . T 

Rig^t/ noWf it; ee^s of cruci^ importance that Wecht agree not to make .* 

publl^tatement 'or dven give press interviews until he has been de-briefed. 
Thia^ especially.' could^ avert his doing the irresponsible, 

■'i jltils a risk, I know. But I cannot stop him from going in. I think I 
must^make the effort to kolllfy whatever damage he can do, in the ways that I 
can, I ■ 

'. .• ' : '( 

• 1 ,35 a.m. 



Howard Hoffman 
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